THE HISTORY OF KATHIAWAD

The designation of the senior representative of Govern-
ment in the peninsula was changed in A.D. 1902 from
" Political Agent " to " Agent to the Governor in Kathia-
wad." Previous to A.D. 1863 the province had been
divided into ten separate divisions. Jhalawad in the
North consisted of about fifty States, which originally
included Viramgam, Mandal, and Dhandhuka. To its
West lay Machhu Kantha, made up of Morvi and Malia.
Halar embraced the North-West portion, and adjoining it
were Okhamandal and Barda or Jetwad, better known as
Porbandar. Sorath included Junagadh, Bantwa, and
Amrapur, though the sea-coast from Mangrol to Diu was
also known as Nagher. Kathiawad occupied the centre
of the province, and was made up of Jetpur, Chital,
Amreli, Jasdan, Chotila, Anandpur, and many smaller
districts, Babriawad was the hilly tract of country lying
to the South-East, while Und-Sarveya extended along the
Shetrunji River. Finally, Gohelwad comprised the States
of Bhavnagar, Palitana, Wala, Lathi, and the district
round Gogha, and also formerly included the old division
of Walak.

But these ten divisions were found to be too cumber-
some for administrative purposes, and the peninsula was
re-divided into Jhalawad, Halar, Sorath, and Gohelwad.
The Assistant Political Officers to the Agent to the Governor
over each of these four divisions, or " Prants " as they
were called, became designated in A.D. 1902 as Political
Agents, with headquarters at Wadhwan, Rajkot, Jetalsar,
and Songadh respectively. Manekwada, near Bagasra,
was exchanged in A.D. 1886 for Jetalsar by an agreement
made with Gondal, in which State Jetalsar lies*

The areas of the four Prants differ considerably.
Halar, the largest, consists of nearly 7500 square miles,
of which nearly half is Nawanagar State. It includes,
besides, Morvi and Gondal and the second-class States of
Wankaner, Dhrol, and Rajkot. Sorath extends over
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